
VISION STATEMENT FOR THE DOWNTOWN CORE CRS ZONING DISTRICT 

The city shall retain and enhance the downtown Los Altos village atmosphere 

and shall seek to attract businesses to the village. The primary characteristics 
of the desired village atmosphere include: 

A. A mix of uses emphasizing retail businesses and services that meet the 
needs of community residents and visitors, and with housing located 
aboveground floor businesses; 

B. Buildings and streetscape elements that enhance the pedestrian 
experience, reflect quality design, present a diversity of appearances, and 

contribute to the architectural and historical interest of the village; 
C. An attractive, pedestrian-oriented shopping environment that encourages 

social interaction, with substantial landscaping and open space, and 
adequate public parking; 

D. Business and specialty stores that will attract customers from the local 
community and surrounding region; and 

E. Encouragement of activities that enhance and extend commercial Vitality, 

including nighttime activities. 

PURPOSE STATEMENT FOR THE DOWNTOWN CRS, CRSjOAD, CD AND CDjR3 

ZONING DISTRICTS 

In addition to the CRS vision statement, the specific purposes for the 

Downtown Districts are as follows: 

A. Promote the implementation ofthe downtown urban design plan; 
B. Encourage pedestrian-scale design and minimize blank walls and other 

dead spaces at the ground level; 
C. Continue the pattern and scale established by existing buildings by 

requiring building designs that express the underlying twenty-five (25) foot 

frontages originally established, either by building structure or by 
architectural design; 

D. Create continuous building frontage without major interruption by 
disallowing driveways and parking lots on shopping street frontages; 
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E. Allow latitude for creative design and architectural variety within limits 

established; 

F. Provide pedestrian amenities such as paseos, outdoor public spaces and 

outdoor seating; 

G. Establish a sense of entry into the downtown; 

H. Encourage historic preservation for those buildings listed on the city's 

historic resources inventory; 

I. Encourage the upgrading of building exteriors, signs, passageways, and rear 

entries; and 

J. Encourage the use of solar, photovoltaic, and other energy conserving 

devices. 


